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Honourable Speaker of the Legislature

Honourable Members of the Legislature and the Executive Council
Honourable Members of the National Assembly and the NCOP
Acting Judge President and Esteemed Members of the Judiciary
Modulasetulo wa Ntlo ya Marena le Marena a rona

The Leadership of SALGA and our Municipalities

The Provincial Commissioner of SAPS

The Regional Commissioner of Correctional Services

Leaders of Chapter Nine Institutions

Leaders of the African National Congress and the Alliance

All our Special Guests

Viewers and Listeners

Honourable Speaker

Two years on, COVID-19 remains a tragic crisis with significant
Impact on our daily lives. When we thought things were starting to
change for the better, Omicron with high infection rates surfaced.

Unlike other waves, this strain was less harmful. No major impact on

the healthcare system and the economy were experienced.

COVID-19 i s t he whol e of . ¥e dhave tthe 0 s p
responsibility to ourselves and to each other to fight this pandemic.

The world over, vaccine is our best weapon and pathway to recovery.
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| want to thank all those who are vaccinated. We also want to
encourage those who are still hesitant to get vaccinated.

As we emerge from the devastation caused by this pandemic, our
greatest responsibility is to reconstruct and rebuild our economy.

We are eager and willing to transform the Free State to be the growth
frontier of the country. This is the time for change.

As the President stated in the State of the Nation Address, the
Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan is our common
programme to turn back the tide of our economic challenges.

Our journey of economic recovery and development will still be
shaped by the seven Medium Term Strategic Framework priorities
that give expression to the National Development Plan.

Economic Transformation and Job Creation

Honourable Speaker

We are serious about ending unemployment, poverty and inequality.

Our priority is the masses of our young people, women and persons
with disabilities. We want to see them thriving and successful.

For our young people, we need to unlock their potential. To create
opportunities, and instil a sense of value and responsibility in them.
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Our YES initiative with Standard Bank is beginning to do this. Sixty
unemployed youth were offered their first job opportunity.

These young people will go on to become entrepreneurs and
change-makers in full control of their present and future aspirations.

Ten million rands was spent to support thirty businesses through
the Industrialisation Support Incentive Programme.

Thirteen of these enterprises that benefitted from this Incentive
Programme were women owned and six were youth owned.

The type of support included rental subsidies, provision of equipment
and set-up costs for emerging and established manufacturers.

We are pleased with the developments in our Phuthaditjhaba,
Botshabelo and Thaba Nchu Industrial Parks to stimulate
economic growth and create jobs in these disadvantaged areas.

The Digital Hub in the Botshabelo Industrial Park is now opened
for business. The Hub is a home to an ecosystem that is driven by
the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

For the first time ever, young people in Botshabelo have a space to
learn how to code, develop games and program robotics.

Ongoing interventions to reduce ownership patterns, the cost of
doing business and red tape are helping with our recovery drive.
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We believe in the potential of small and medium enterprises to create
much needed jobs. That is why we will continue to use our Business
Development Support Programme to support them.

It is true that local is lekker and in supporting localisation, we will
roll-out the Strategy to leverage on government procurement spent.

Other initiatives to grow the economy in the Free State include
support with tax compliance matters, funding, business plans,
completion of bid documents and tender opportunities.

So far, one hundred and sixty-four jobs have been created in the
Maluti-a-Phofung Special Economic Zone, which is planning to
attract over two billion rands worth of investment.

However, these investment plans are hampered by vandalism. If
anything, vandalism robs the people of the Free State of their
livelihoods. This is worsened by poor electricity and water supply.

We will never fold our arms when hopes of people are destroyed. We
will therefore work with relevant authorities to address these issues.

Honourable Speaker

The dominant land use in the Free State is agriculture with great
potential for job creation, food security and rural development.

We are humbled by the fact that on the 14" of January 2022, the
Integrated Vrede Dairy Project, which sits on a massive two
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thousand and ninety-four hectares of land, was handed over to its
sixty-five rightful beneficiaries as part of growing this sector.

This project is now 51 percent owned by the Vrede Integrated
Farming Trust and five hundred and eighty-three dairy animals
and nine horses have been allocated to the beneficiaries.

The remaining 49 percent will be advertised to attract investors.

Women, young people and persons with disabilities are the future
faces of the agricultural sector in the Free State.

As a result, one hundred million rands have been allocated to
develop on-farm infrastructure that includes irrigation schemes,
mechanisation, farm buildings and agro-processing.

Our support efforts included the provision of emergency fodder to
farmers who were affected by the recent runaway veld fires.

We are also assessing the damage caused by the recent floods in
our province, and we will provide relief to affected farmers.

We are repositioning the Free State as the cannabis hub of the
country. Six sites have already been identified in Kroonstad,
Viljoenskroon, Bethlenhem, Ficksburg, Wesselsbron and the farm
in Glen will be used as a research site.

We are committed to property transformation in the province.
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| encourage the people of the Free State to respond to the call for
proposals for outright purchase, build-operate-transfer and leases of
the one hundred and thirty-three land parcels covering two
hundred and sixty-seven hectares of land available.

Our world is perishing because of climate change. These are the
changing times with intense fires, rising temperatures and severe
floods.

Our twelve-month training internship programme in environmental
management is one act of mitigating the dangers of climate change.

We are also working with the International Labour Organisation to
determine opportunities and challenges to address climate change.

This will assist in developing the Provincial Carbon Emission Plan.

We are also building the green economy through environmental
support and training in the energy and waste management sectors.

Climate change support will be offered to municipalities including
spatial mapping of ecologically sensitive areas for necessary action.

Honourable Speaker

Last year we committed to accelerate our Expanded Public Works
Programme. In doing this, we created fifty-four thousand, and
eighty jobs by the third quarter of the 2021/22 financial year.
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Figures show that we continue to prioritise the most vulnerable. A
total of 74 percent of women, 34 percent of youth and 1 percent of
persons with disabilities benefitted from this Programme.

In the coming financial year, we will create fifty thousand job
opportunities through the Expanded Public Works Programme.

Besides job creation, our Township Revitalization Programme is
equally facilitating local economic development.

Twelve township roads in Botshabelo, Zastron,
Oppermansgronde, Bultfontein, Vrede, Allanridge, Frankfort,
Koppies, Villiers, Clarens, Paul Roux and Memel will be
completed and launched by the end of this financial year.

Two hundred and thirty-seven jobs have been created as a result
of the Township Revitalization Programme. The Programme will
be extended to the following areas in the coming financial year:

Botshabelo
Ficksburg
Tweeling

Frankfort

Koppies

Villiers

Memel

Vrede

[l Oppermansgronde
[] Zastron

OO OO 0O0O0C0OoOd.3
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[1 Phillipolis
[] Builtfontein
[] Brandfort
[] Petrusteyn

We will spend fifty-three million rands and three hundred job
opportunities will be created through these interventions.

Using our Access Road Program, we have completed Phase 1 of
the following access roads at a cost of sixty-four million rands and
created seven hundred and seventy-five job opportunities:

[] Cornelia

[] Edenville

[] Bultfontein

[] Memel

[ Arlington

[] Warden

[] Clocolan

[l Tweeling

[l Oppermansgronde
[1 Springfontein

In addition, we will complete the following roads in this financial year:

[ Vredefort - Viljoenskroon
[ Wesselsbron - Hoopstad
[] Kroonstad - Steynsrus

[l Ventersburg - Senekal
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[l Deneysville - Heilbron
[l Hoopstad - Bloemhof (Phase 1)
The following new rehabilitation projects are under procurement and

will be implemented this year:

Riet River Bridge in Koffiefontein
Caleb Motshabi Bridge in Mangaung
Ladybrand Access Bridge

Luckhoff - Havenga Bridge (Phase 1)
Tweespruit Access Route (Phase 1)
Virginia - Hennenman - Kroonstad
Heilbron i Edenville

Virginia (Phase 4)

Villiers i Cornelia (Phase 2)
Bloemhof - Hoopstad (Phase 2)
Bethlehem 7 Fouriesburg - Ladybrand
Senekal i Rosendal i Ficksburg
Harrismith Internal Road (Phase 2)
Jacobsdal - Modderrivier (Phase 1)
Tweespruit - Hobhouse (Phase 1)
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Over one billion rands will be spent to construct these roads and
five thousand job opportunities created.

We are doing all we can to fast-track the completion of the following
roads that we promised we will finish by the end of this financial year:

[1 Reitz -Tweeling
[1 Tweeling - Frankfort
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[1 Jimfouche - Deneysville

[l Dewetsdorp - Wepener - Bloemfontein

[] Koppies - Schonkenville
We regret the inconvenience caused by the poor conditions of these
roads, which were abandoned by the contractors. Their construction
will create two thousand, nine hundred and twenty jobs.

Work on the maintenance and repairs of our gravel roads is in
progress. One hundred and fifteen million rands was allocated for
this purpose and already, five thousand jobs have been created.

We will still maintain roads, repair potholes and control vegetation.

For the next financial year, we have allocated fifty million rands for
our gravel roads; twenty-two million, five hundred and six
thousand rands for the Pothole Repair Programme; and fifteen
million rands for vegetation control.

We can only achieve gender equality through women empowerment.

The 40 percent Public Procurement Programme is meant to
achieve this. We are freeing women from the chains of patriarchy.

Today women owned businesses in the Free State are benefiting
from our infrastructure projects spend.

Honourable Speaker

Investment in infrastructure is a pathway to #Building the Free State
We Want and a source of endless opportunities for our economy.
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We are working with Infrastructure South Africa and other spheres
of government to develop a bankable Free State project pipeline.
We await the full benefits of the Durban-Free State-Gauteng
Corridor, the Orange-Riet Canal, the Vista Park, Rustfontein
Water Treatment Works and the Gariep Water Pipeline projects.

Potential projects such as the Phuthaditjhaba Gateway, Maluti-a-
Phofung Mega City, Gauteng-Free State Vaal River City Region,
Mangaung Airport Node and the Provincial Broadband will also
be given the necessary support.

Social Protection, Human Development and Safe Communities

Honourable Speaker

In shaping the future path of our children, payment of stipends to two
hundred and twenty-two care givers will be increased from one
thousand, nine hundred and fifty rands to two thousand rands
per month in forty-seven Day Care Centres.

Each year we are doubling our efforts to improve Early Childhood
Development initiatives and important progress has been made.

We have spent twenty-two million, seven hundred and eighty
thousand rands in grants for Early Childhood Development
benefiting five thousand, four hundred and forty-two workers.




